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’- -=Pidel Castro said in a press conference this 'morning,t'_he Cubans
) in Grenada did not want to fight US forces but were ordered
to defend themaelvss. He also said that these personnel
) were on their own and that Cuba would not send additional
® forces to Grenada.
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P = ---- Meanvhile, US forces on Grenada regrouped overnight and began
preparations for launching an offensive against key objectives
’ - /
in the Bt. George's arsa.
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~-US Marine armored aelements were put ashore at Grand Mal Bay

o - just north of St. George's last night,
@ --82nd Rirborne troops and additional Blackhawk helicoptors

landed at Point Salines Alrport late yesterday afternoon,
& and Multinational forces also began arriving yesterday.
@ ~-The kay objectives for today are Fort Frederick, Richmond
e Hill Prison, the Governor—cqneral‘s Rasidence, and Radio

Free Grenada.
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Castro's Prese Conference

In a press conference early this morning, President Castro

attempted to place the onus for continued in Grenada on the U'S

[
stressina that Cuban personnel had been nrdered to resist only, if
directly attacked. His handling of the issue of Cuban partici-
pation in the fiaghting suggests he has decided to sacrifice a

token force of Cuban personnel to arouse anti-US sontimoent at home

and to bolster Cuba's international imadge at a time- when Havara's

revolutionary performance has fallen short of its rhetoric.

Castro probably considered resistance as his only “honorable”

-

response, under the circumstances, and as a means of

divertinsg
attention from his own bungled handling of Grenada's recent internal
political struaggle. He appears embarrassed and fructrated over

his inability to play a major role in determining thr cutcomm o

e

key events in the region and the stiff Cuban resistance is hj

of regaining at least a portion of the limeliqght an.a recovering

lost prestige. . '

’ <
He clearly fears being put in the same positicn in Nicsramua-*.

having to watch helplessly as his main enemy decidcs fundamental f:‘.f&

issuves-- and he indicated that, in the event of 1S interventicon=

————r
-

there, Cuban perscnnel would fight as %hey did 1in Grenada. Cactro

may have also believed that a Cuban fajlure to resist in Grenada

would undermine the determination of Cuban personnel to resist in

Nicaragua should intervention occur there, toc. At the same time,

- .

he signaled that he wants neither Grenada nor Nicaragua to draw

Cuba into a full military confrontation with the US; in hig rorarks

he said that Cuba did not have the means to send rcinforcements to

-

either country im the face of overwhelming superior force. ol




WorLDwine BeacTie s

The USUN Missicn reported that in a Security Council debate %eld late

Tast night, with the exception of the US statement, all other cprakers--
including Cuba, Niceragua, Libya, Democratic Yemen, Guyana, USTR, Mesicn,
and Grenada-- condemncd the US action and found it without iustificaticn.
Army Cemmander Bauterse has asked Havana to withdraw Cuban Arbacsador
Cardenas from é&riname within six days and to reduce the statf of the Cuban
Embassy to one diplomat and three clerical personnel within 14 days.
--In a television addresc to the nation last night, Army Somrander Q;u:crsp

deplored the death of Bishop and conremned the foreign invecion of Crenada

--In relating the Grenadian situation to Suriname, Souterse nates "cer<ain

problems" in Paramaribo's relaticns with Cuba and exprrssed conzern ab:out

Cuban Ambassador Cardenas.
--Bouterse said that projects undertaken within the frariwark of bilateral
agreements would be drasticzlly curtailed.

Other/ wor dwide reaction has been mixed.

-/The French government implied that the attack had contravencd inter-
national law.

Z;jpenish Prime Minister Gonzalez condemned the use of farce in intergorsed

national relations, but safd it was premature to make a definitive

ygement .
?\ ustralia said that there waslinsuffic1ent evidence for comrent.

--Ney/Zealand asserted that it was dreadful that the invasion had
occuv?ed, but they supported the US position.

-- t backed Washington by declaring that the invasion was compa®:

yr
P

wit /ihe UN charter.

"\C-P ime Minister Nakasone regretted the action but said that he uncur-

stood US concerns.

\ 4 . . ‘
\;/4ﬁe government of South Korea recognized the necessity of the collective

security méasure for the protection of foreign natiecnals in Grenzda.

o/

he PRC strongly condemmed the invasion as a flagrant violation of tre




Reactfon worldwide has been mixed. Lat1n Amer1can nations generally
have copdémned or expressed strong reservations on the action in Gre-
rada

T The 00m1n1can Repub11c twice occupied by US troops this rentury,
cggﬂ&mﬂed the invasion as deplorable and called for a return to
Ormaicy.
€dor called for an end to foreign intervention.
L,xfﬁg/Colombman Foreign Minister reaffirmed his country's adhereace
to” tKe principle of nonintervention, but said events were still
uncAear to make a judgment.
--Anﬁ/pqent1n1an spokesman said his country strongly censures ard
demns. foreign intervention.
-—Chﬁie .regretted that existing international organizations are not
be {g “utilized to prevent such conflicts.
vian government deputies condemned US actions.
ruguay expressed support for the US measures.
7— jsta Rican President Monge called the invasion lamentable but re-

2/ serxed judgment on the issue. <

it}%éxGuyanese government soundly condemned the US and it pressing
for a UN resolution critical of the US and Caribbean actions in

Grenzaa. A member of the UN Security Council, Guyana hac< asked

. Belize, Bahemas, and Trinidad and Tobago to cosponsor the resoiu-

- 1phnuqh expressing _regret over US acticns, Guatemrtzsaio{ton™ —
derstood the US position and hopes the troops will not stay long.

--Mexico City issued s;rong condemnation of the invasion at the UN
Security Council meeting and called for troop withdrawal.




